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Announcing the latest addition to the series of . . . 


Public Papers of the Presidents 
of the United States 
LYNDON B. JOHNSON, 1966 


This is the 22d volume in the “Public Papers” series to be released. 
It contains public messages and statements, verbatim transcripts of the 
President’s news conferences, and other selected papers released by the 
White House during 1966. 

Included in the volume are the President’s annual message to Congress 
on the State of the Union; special messages to Congress on consumer 
protection, domestic health and education, and on crime and law 
enforcement; statements concerning the model cities program, anti- 
pollution measures, and auto and highway safety; joint statements with 
leaders of foreign governments; speeches made by the President while 
on his 17-day Asian-Pacific tour; and remarks on the bill creating the 
Department of Transportation. 

The 1497-page volume, fully indexed, consists of two clothbound 
books. Book I covers the period from January 1 through June 30, 1966, 
and sells for $6.50; Book II covers the period from July 1 through 
December 31, 1966, and sells for $7.00. 

All volumes in the “Public Papers” series are sold by the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 
20402. Distribution for official use is governed by the provisions of 
sections 32.15-32.19 of Title 1 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 








WEEKLY COMPILATION OF 
Presidential Documents 


Published every Monday by the Office of the Federal Register, 
National Archives and Records Service, General Services Adminis- 
tration (mail address National Archives and Records Service, 
Washington, D.C. 20408), the Weekly Compilation of Presidential 
Documents contains statements, messages and other Presidential 


materials released by the White House up to 5:00 p.m. Friday of 
each week. 


The Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents is published 
pursuant to the authority contained in the Federal Register Act 
(49 Stat. 500, as amended; 44 U.S.C. Ch. 8B), under regulations 
prescribed by the Administrative Committee of the Federal Reg- 
ister, approved by the President (30 F.R. 9573; 1 CFR Part 32). 

Distribution is made only by the Superintendent of Documents, 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. The 
Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents will be furnished 
by mail to subscribers for $6.00 per year, payable to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, 
D.C. 20402. The price of individual copies varies. 

There are no restrictions on the republication of material 
appearing in the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents. 
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Situation in the Republic of Korea 


Announcement of Designation of Cyrus R. Vance To 
Consult With South Korean Government 
Officials. February 9, 1968 


President Johnson will send Mr. Cyrus R. Vance, for- 
mer Deputy Secretary of Defense, to Seoul, Korea, as 
his personal representative for talks with President Chung 
Hee Park and other high officials of the Republic of Korea 
Government. The talks will deal with the grave threat to 
the Republic of Korea caused by the recent North Korean 
hostile acts against the Republic of Korea and the United 
States and the measures being taken by our two Govern- 
ments to deal with the situation. In that context Mr. 
Vance will discuss with President Park President 
Johnson’s proposal to the Congress for an increase of 
$100 million in military aid to the Republic of Korea. 

Mr. Vance will be leaving tonight in a special plane. 
He will be accompanied by officials of the Department of 
State and the Department of Defense. 


League of United Latin 
American Citizens 


Statement by the President Upon Signing Proclamation 
Proclaiming LULAC Week. February 10, 1968 


I have long been familiar with the high purposes and 
good work of the League of United Latin American 
Citizens. 

LULAC is a household word in Texas. We know it to 
mean a group of patriotic, devoted Americans who, for 
39 years, have taken an active concern in the well-being 


and the future of the 10.5 million Spanish-speaking 
Americans. 


280 


LULAC has always recognized that education is the 
key that will open the doors of opportunity. In the past 
5 years this administration has made long strides toward 
our goal of giving every American all the education he 
wants and is capable of. This is LULAC’s goal as well. 

LULAC has councils in 19 States. An important part 
of its program is to teach English to young Spanish- 
speaking Americans so they can make their full contribu- 
tion to the society of which they are a part. 

I know the dreams of these young Americans. In a little 
schoolhouse in Cotulla, Texas, I saw the hunger for learn- 
ing in the eyes of children. I resolved then, as a young 
teacher, that I would do all in my power to satisfy their 
aspiration. In this effort of a lifetime, I have found 
LULAC at my side every step of the way. 

It is therefore a special honor for me as President to 
proclaim the week beginning Sunday, February 11, as 
LULAC Week throughout the United States. 


NOTE: For Proclamation 3827 proclaiming LULAC Week, see the 
following item. 


LULAC Week 


Proclamation 3827. February 10, 1968 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


February 17 will mark the thirty-ninth anniversary of 
the founding of the League of United Latin American 
Citizens, popularly known as LULAC. 

LULAC is a nonprofit, nonpolitical civic organization 
interested in the progress and advancement of Latin 
Americans in this country. Its dedicated members work 
with young Americans of Spanish-speaking background 
to: 

—train them to become citizens. 
—provide them with educational opportunities. 


—promote the highest standards of patriotism among 
them. 
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In recognition of these and other civic contributions 
of LULAG, the Congress, by a joint resolution approved 
February 10, 1968, has requested the President to issue 
a proclamation designating the period February 11 
through 17, 1968, as LULAC Week. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, LyNpon B. Jounson, President 
of the United States of America, do hereby designate the 
week of February 11 through February 17, 1968, as 
LULAC Week, and I call upon the people of the United 
States to observe that week with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this tenth day of February, in the year of our Lord nine- 
teen hundred and sixty-eight, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the one hundred and 
ninety-second. 

Lynpvon B. JoHNSON 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 9:46 a.m., 
February 12, 1968] 


note: For the President’s statement upon signing Proclamation 
3827, see the preceding item. 


Treasury Department 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Joseph M. Bowman, Jr., as Assistant Secretary. 
February 12, 1968 


President Johnson today announced his intention to 
nominate Joseph M. Bowman, Jr., of Georgia to be As- 
sistant Secretary of the Treasury. Mr. Bowman is pres- 
ently Assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury. He will 
succeed True Davis who resigned January 15. Mr. Bow- 
man will continue his duties supervising Treasury’s 
Bureau of Customs and the Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing, as well as continuing his duties on congressional 
liaison. 

Mr. Bowman, 36, has had primary responsibility since 
1964 for dealing with a wide range of Treasury legisla- 
tion. This has included major tax legislation and meas- 
ures relating to international banking appropriations, 
silver and coinage, debt ceiling extensions, Customs re- 
organization, truth in lending, and Government partici- 
pation certificates. In January of 1967, Treasury Secre- 
tary Henry H. Fowler presented to Mr. Bowman the 
Alexander Hamilton Award, the highest honor the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury can bestow, for his achievements. 

A native of Valdosta, Ga., Mr. Bowman attended pub- 
lic schools in Georgia and Emory University until he en- 
tered the U.S. Air Force in 1952. After his discharge with 
the rank of captain in 1956, he completed his require- 
ments for an LL.B. and received his law degree from 


Emory University in 1957. He practiced law in Barnes- 
ville, Ga. 
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He is a member of Phi Delta Theta social fraternity, 
Phi Delta Phi legal fraternity, the Georgia Bar Associa- 
tion, the American Bar Association, and Trinity Metho- 
dist Church in Alexandria, Va. 

Mr. Bowman is married to the former Mary Isabella 
Nichols. They have three children and reside at 410 Vir- 
ginia Ave., Alexandria, Va. 


1968 Assay Commission 


Announcement of Appointment of Members. 
February 12, 1968 


President Johnson today announced the appointment 
of 28 members of the 1968 Assay Commission, They will 
gather at the United States Mint in Philadelphia on Feb- 
ruary 14, 1968, and test coins produced during calendar 
year 1967 at the Denver and Philadelphia Mints as well 
as the San Francisco Assay Office. 

The Commission meets each year to count, weigh, and 
assay the Nation’s coinage to determine whether it has 
been struck in accordance with provisions of law. The 
Commission has three ex-officio members: The Honor- 
able Thomas J. Clary, Chief Judge of the District Court 
for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania; the Honorable 
Will B. Camp, Comptroller of the Currency; and Mr. 
Paul J. Maguire, Assayer, United States Assay Office. All 
members serve without compensation. 

The Assay Commission, which was first established ‘in 
1792, is one of the oldest institutions in the annals of 
American history. It originally provided for the examina- 
tion of coins to be made personally by the Chief Justice 
of the United States, the Secretary and Comptroller of 
the Treasury, the Secretary of State, and the Attorney 
General of the United States. 

The 1968 Assay Commission appointments announced 
today by the President are the following: 


FrepericK J. Botton, retired banker, Hummelstown, Pa. 

Danie H. Brown, civic leader, Denver, Colo. 

Joun Carn, business and community civic leader, Kansas City, Mo. 

VirciniA Price Cutver, member board of directors ANA, Thiens- 
ville, Wis. 

Grace L. Downine, former teacher, active in civic and cultural 
growth, Birmingham, Ala. 

Louis C.irrForp Goap, retired executive vice president of General 
Motors, Birmingham, Mich. , 

Rosert E. GrEENWoop, professor, Texas University, Austin, Tex. 

Cuartes Hewitt, retired banker, Grosse Pointe, Mich. 

Tuomas B. HunceErForp, director of National Automatic Mer- 
chandising Association, Chicago, Ill. 

Dr. WALTER Bryan JONES, geologist and museum director, Tusca- 
loosa, Ala. 

Josepu P. Jorpan, United States Secret Service, Head, Philadel- 
phia Office, Drexel Hill, Pa. 

Care LieBERMAN, businesswoman, Philadelphia, Pa. 

C. Epmunp Leuxr, businessman, Glen Rock, N.J. 

DanieEt T. Littey, Penn Mutual Life Insurance Co., Kinston, N.C. 

Louts A. Lonco, musician, Upper Darby, Pa. 

Juan S. Marks, businessman, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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Doris Davis Martin, retired diagnostician and teacher, Houston, 
Tex. 

Curtis B. MATEER, executive vice president, Pierre National Bank, 
Pierre, S. Dak. 

Vat GC. MocENSEN, private consultant—civic affairs, New Orleans, 
La. 

Donatp OresMAN, lawyer, member Simpson, Thacher and Bart- 
lett, New York, N.Y. 

WiiuraM A. Pettit, businessman, Aurora, III. 

Dr. Cuarzes L. Ruy, educator, Fullerton, Calif. 

Dr. RALPH ScHILLinG, president, Pan American College, Edin- 
burg, Tex, 

ARTHUR SPE, retired business executive and president ANA, Drexel 
Hill, Pa. 

Siwney W. Smiru, businessman, Miami Beach, Fla. 

Dr. Merritt B. WALLENSTEIN, Acting Director, Institute for Basic 
Standards, National Bureau of Standards, Washington, D.C. 

RayMonp H. WILLIAMSON, engineer, General Electric Co., Lynch- 
burg, Va. 

Marion YEOMAN, housewife, Racine, Wis. 


Miss Eva Adams, Director of the Mint, presides. 


Law Day, U.S.A., 1968 


Proclamation 3828. February 12, 1968 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


On May 1, we will observe Law Day, U.S.A.—the 
day set aside each year by Congress in recognition of the 
fundamental importance of the rule of law to our nation. 

The law we recognize and respect is not the mere ex- 
ercise of power. It is not just a device to enforce the status 
quo. Law is a process of continuous growth that allows 
the creation of new rights for all men through a delibera- 
tive, democratic process. It is a system that permits exist- 
ing rights to be protected, injustices to be remedied, and 
disputes to be resolved, without recourse to self-defeating 
violence. 

That is the meaning of the theme of Law Day, 1968— 
“Only a lawful society can build a better society.” 

I commend all those members of the bar, the bench 
and the law enforcement system who work to improve the 
performance of this system—to make it more just, more 
effective, and more responsive to our people’s needs. 

America is grateful to them for their efforts to improve 
and extend legal services to the poor; to streamline the 
machinery of our courts; and to defend our society against 
crime and lawlessness. 


I call upon every citizen to assist these efforts in his own 
community. I deem it the duty of each man and woman 
to honor the law, and to work within it and through it 
for civil order and social justice. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Lynpon B. JoHNson, President 
of the United States of America, do hereby request the 
observance of Wednesday, May 1, 1968, as Law Day in 
the United States of America. 
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I commend the organized bar for fostering the annual 
observance of Law Day. I urge each citizen to join in that 
observance by making a personal commitment 

—to obey the law 

—to respect the rights of others 

—to aid law-enforcement officers 

—to uphold the judgments of the courts. 

As requested by the Congress, I suggest that our people 
observe Law Day with appropriate ceremonies and ob- 
servances, through public bodies and private organiza- 
tions, in schools and other suitable places; and I call upon 
public officials to display the nation’s flag on public 
buildings on that day. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this twelfth day of February, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred and sixty-eight, and of the Independ- 
ence of the United States of America the one hundred and 
ninety-second. 

Lynpon B, JoHNsoN 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 4:57 p.m, 
February 12, 1968] 


United States Arms Control and 
Disarmament Agency 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
Annual Report. February 12, 1968 


To the Congress of the United States: 


I am transmitting herewith the Seventh Annual Report 
of the Arms Control and Disarmament Agency. 

Two weeks ago, on January 18, this agency reported to 
me, and to the world, that agreement had at last been 
reached with the Soviet Union on a complete draft 
treaty to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons. The 
draft treaty, which has been submitted to the Eighteen- 
Nation Disarmament Committee in Geneva for consid- 
eration by other nations, is the most significant achieve- 
ment of the Agency since its establishment seven years 
ago. 

On January 23, I forwarded to the Congress a request 
that the life of the Arms Control and Disarmament 
Agency be extended for an additional three years. At that 
time I noted the role of the Agency in bringing us close 
to the final conclusion of a non-proliferation treaty, and 
pointed out that the treaty “is not a creation of the United 
States. It is not a creation of the United States and the 
Soviet Union. It is the creation of all nations, large and 
PE «00s 


While the United States and the Soviet Union, as Co- 
Chairmen of the Geneva Conference, have had the 
responsibility for preparing the draft treaty, a reading of 
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this Report will make plain the extent to which the draft 
has been responsive to interests and views of the nations 
which do not now have nuclear weapons. 

In the course of a long and arduous negotiation, we 
have learned much of the concerns and desires of these 
nations. We have learned that it is not nuclear weapons 
they want, but security; not the destructiveness of the 
atom, but its benefits. We have been made aware of the 
depth of worldwide concern about the nuclear arms race. 

The non-nuclear states have wanted their renunciation 
of nuclear weapons to be matched with a binding pledge 
by the nuclear powers to negotiate a halt in the arms race. 
They have not asked that the treaty require us to stop 
making nuclear weapons, or to divest ourselves of those 
now in our arsenals. 

But they have asked us to pledge ourselves to move 
towards that ultimate goal. They feel the restraints they 
will voluntarily accept give them the right to such a 
pledge. 

In drafting the non-proliferation treaty, the United 
States and the Soviet Union have acknowledged that 
right. 

Under Article VI of the draft now before the Dis- 
armament Committee, the nuclear nations will assume a 
solemn treaty obligation “to pursue negotiations in good 
faith on effective measures regarding cessation of the 
nuclear arms race and disarmament. . . .” It is an obli- 
gation the United States will undertake with the utmost 
seriousness—for it continues a policy begun in 1946, when 
this nation offered to place its nuclear weapons under 
international control. We reaffirmed that obligation at 
Geneva when the Disarmament Conference convened 
there six years ago. 

A reading of this Report shows clearly that the United 
States is pursuing a broad program of research and nego- 
tiation in fulfillment of its commitment to disarmament. 
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The non-proliferation treaty now under consideration is 
another step in that direction, as the hot line and the 
limited test ban treaty and the outer space agreement were 
before it. 

No nation is more aware of the perils in the increas- 
ingly expert destructiveness of our time than the United 
States. I believe the Soviet Union shares this awareness. 

This is why we have jointly pledged our nations to 
negotiate towards the cessation of the nuclear arms race. 

This is why the United States urgently desires to begin 
discussions with the Soviet Union about the buildup of 
offensive and defensive missiles on both sides. Such dis- 
cussions—and it is important to note that the Soviet 
Union has agreed to them, in principle at least—will aim 
at finding ways to avoid another costly and futile escala- 
tion of the arms race. 

Our hopes that talks will soon begin reside in our con- 
viction that the same mutual interest reflected in earlier 
agreements is present here—a mutual interest in stopping 
the rapid accumulation and refinement of these munitions. 

The obligations of the non-proliferation treaty will re- 
inforce our will to bring an end to the nuclear arms race. 
The world will judge us by our performance. 

The report I am forwarding today is testimony to the 
skill and determination with which the Arms Control and 
Disarmament Agency, under the leadership of Mr. Wil- 
liam C. Foster, is supporting this nation’s effort to keep 
the somber and grim elements of the nuclear present from 
obliterating the promise of the future. 


Lynpvon B. JoHNsSON 
The White House 
February 12, 1968 


Note: The report entitled “United States Arms Control and Dis- 
armament Agency, Seventh Annual Report to Congress, January 1, 
1967—December 31, 1967” (172 pp., processed) was made available 
with the release. 





ABRAHAM LINCOLN’S BIRTHDAY 


The President’s Remarks at a Ceremony at the Lincoln Memorial 
Commemorating President Lincoln’s 159th Birthday. February 12, 1968 


General O’Malley, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 


Carl Sandburg wrote of Abraham Lincoln: “None threw a longer 


shadow than he.” 


Across the world, whenever men have sought to breathe free and 
to stand tall—they have looked to Lincoln. On five continents, in shacks 
and huts and slums, and in drawing rooms as well—if men sought dig- 
nity, there was a picture of Abraham Lincoln tacked on the wall. 

Those pictures in the places where men dream of freedom give us 
a true perspective of America’s role in the world over the last 100 years. 

When an American stands on these steps at this time—he knows 
that America stands for something, and that the values America stands 
for are perhaps the central issue of our time. 
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And if that is not always understood here in America, it is certainly 
known abroad. 

To men around the world, the life of Lincoln told of the real 
America: 

—A place where men could grow to a stature and a dignity previ- 

ously undreamed of; 

—A place where government of, by, and for the people could pre- 

serve and enhance that dignity. 

As Lincoln once said, with his customary brevity: “I don’t know 
who my grandfather was; I am much more concerned to know what his 
grandson will be.” 

Since Lincoln’s time, that idea—that revolutionary American dream 
of human dignity and equality for all—has been spreading across the 
world. 

And so, today when Americans are asked to help Lincoln’s ideas 
flourish in places far from these steps we ask ourselves the hard and 
searching questions: 

—Are these ideas still valid? 

—Do they deserve a hearing elsewhere if free men so choose? 

—Are we ourselves safer and stronger when they do get a hearing 

and when they flourish? 

If we answer those questions affirmatively—and I believe that most 
Americans repudiate moral isolationism—we are sometimes forced by 
an adversary to back our beliefs with steel—just as Lincoln did. 

And we must stick it out—just as Lincoln did. 

For we live in a time that Lincoln would have well understood. 

He heard the charges that the war was long and wrong: 

—He saw Americans die—600,000 of them—and he brooded; 

—He saw dissent, riot, and rebellion; 

—He saw heavy taxes and inflation; 

—He saw hunger and poverty. 

Sad, but steady—always convinced of his cause—Lincoln stuck it 
out. Sad, but steady, so will we. 

But perseverance by itself is a minor virtue, and Lincoln has more 
than that to tell us today. 

He looked beyond a time of strife to a time of unity. Where others 
sought to open wounds and to rub them raw in their frustration and 
troubles, Lincoln sought to bind them up. 

Lincoln knew that unity in America was not to be confused with 
the sleek face of conformity, and he never confused responsible dissent 
with disloyalty. 

He knew that war in a democracy could defeat its own goals and 
he set a precedent by insisting on national elections in the midst of the 
war. 

A journalist noted, “It is the first time that a people in possession 
of universal suffrage has been called to pronounce directly and finally for 
or against the continuation of a painful war.” 

But Lincoln saw the issue clearly: “If the rebellion could force us 
to forego, or postpone, a national election,” he said, “it might fairly 
claim to have already conquered and ruined us.” 

And his opponent got over 40 percent of the votes. 

These marble steps in recent years have borne eloquent witness to 
responsible dissent. A hundred years after the Emancipation Proclama- 
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tion, a vast convocation of peoples have met here peacefully and dra- 
matically to call upon all of us to honor our commitment to human rights 
for all of us. Today, we rededicate ourselves at this place to Lincoln’s 
cause, the cause of full equality. 

Lincoln once said: “Let every man remember that to violate the 
law is to trample on the blood of his father, and to tear the charter of 
his own and his children’s liberty.” 

More than any man in our history, Lincoln sensed that our unity 
as a people would flow from diversity, that when the heat of passion 
subsided, the Northerner and the Southerner, the white and the Negro, 
the Republican and the Democrat—and those who would preach dis- 
unity and division and sow unrest in times of trouble, who would harass 
those who bear the burdens—finally they would all live together in this 
land and by their common efforts carve out its historical destiny. 

And in Lincoln’s spirit, we will achieve “a just and a lasting peace, 
among ourselves and with all nations.” 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12:40 p.m. from the steps of the Lincoln Memorial. 
In his salutation, the President referred to Maj. Gen. C. S. O’Malley, Jr., Commanding 





General, Military District of Washington, U.S. Army. 
The ceremony commemorating President Lincoln’s birthday is an annual event 
sponsored by the Military Order of Loyal Legion of the United States, District of 


Columbia Commandery. 





National Medal of Science 


The President’s Remarks Upon Presenting the Awards 
to the 1967 Recipients. February 13, 1968 


Mr. Vice President, Mr. Speaker, Members of the 
Cabinet, Members of the Congress, Dr. Hornig, most 
distinguished guests: 

Once again, America honors a dozen distinguished men 
of science. 

Their achievements inspire us to consider not only 
what science has done for us, but to consider what re- 
mains for it to do. 

We have asked much of our scientists. In return, we 
have provided considerable support to scientific endeavor. 

In the current fiscal year, the Federal Government is 
spending $18 billion on scientific research and develop- 
ment, and assistance to science education. 

For the coming year, we must make a Government- 
wide effort to reduce expenditures. So we have not been 
able to allot as much as we would like for fellowships for 
our basic research. 

I begrudge every economy and every necessity of today 
that limits our support of science—even momentarily. 
Although our spending for science is vast in comparison 
with earlier days, I want it to be larger still. 

For science has a big job to do. 

In 8 years, America will enter its third century. Science 
and technology enable us to look forward to an age that 


will further enlighten our lives, ease our labors, and exalt 
our civilization. 

But there are other, grimmer forecasts, Wise men worry 
about a world that is unable to feed itself—about a so- 
ciety that is smothered in smog—about the coming of a 
“silent spring.” 

These flaws in our environment are not the fault of 
science alone. Their more immediate causes lie in the 
growth of technology, in industry, and, of course, 
urbanization. 

But an aggrieved public does not draw the fine line 
between “good” science and “bad” technology. The pas- 
senger in the jet credits science with the miracle of flight. 
But when he is on the ground, he is just as quick to blame 
science—for the traffic jam at the airport, or for the 
noise of the jets overhead, 

You and I know that Frankenstein was the doctor, not 
the monster. But it would be well to remember that the 
people of the village, angered by the monster, marched 
against the doctor. 

In a democratic society, the public attitude toward 
science must always be a real concern of the scientific 
community. If that attitude is to be favorable, science 
must be prepared to play its part in correcting the flaws 
in our environment. 

This is not a task for science alone, but for us all, for 
every citizen in the land and for every scientist as well. 

There is a universe of problems to be mastered so our 
world can be made more livable for our children. 
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The stature of the scientists we honor today gives me 
great confidence that science will do its part. 

We have come here to the East Room for this very 
pleasant occasion. And I am quite pleased to be a par- 
ticipant in bestowing the 1967 awards of the National 
Medal of Science. 

Thank all of you for coming here and honoring us with 
your presence. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 12:42 p.m., in the East Room at 
the White House. Dr. Donald F. Hornig, Special Assistant to the 
President for Science and Technology, introduced the medalists 
and read the citations (see following item). 

For an announcement naming the recipients of the 1967 awards 
and further describing their achievements, see 4 Weekly Comp. 
Pres. Docs., p. 11. 


National Medal of Science 


List of the Twelve Recipients for 1967 With Text of 
Citations. February 13, 1968 


The President today presented the National Medal of 
Science to the twelve 1967 recipients: 


Jesse W. Beams, professor of physics, University of 
Virginia. 

“For sustained and ingenious contributions to the 
scientific development of high-speed centrifuges, a 
family of devices that are now widely applied in the 
physical and biological sciences, in medicine, and in 
engineering scale isotope-separation.” 

Francis Bircy, professor of geological sciences, Harvard 
University. 

“For outstanding contributions to geophysics which 
have immeasurably increased our understanding of 
the composition and the processes of the interior of 
the earth.” 

Grecory Brett, professor of physics, Yale University. 
“For pioneering contributions to the theoretical 
understanding of nuclear structure and particle dy- 
namics, for highly significant work in atomic and 
ionospheric physics and for the inspiration he has 
given to several generations of American physicists.” 

Paut J. Couen, professor of mathematics, Stanford 
University. 

“For epoch-making results in mathematical logic 
which have enlivened and broadened investigations 
in the foundation of mathematics.” 

KENNETH S. CoLg, senior research biophysicist, National 
Institutes of Health, and visiting professor of bio- 
physics, University of California, Berkeley. 

“For highly original experimental and theoretical 
investigations of the electrical properties of biological 
membranes that have led to a deep understanding 
of the functioning of nerves.” 
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Harry F. Harvtow, professor of psychology, University 
of Wisconsin. 
“For original and ingenious contributions to com- 
parative and experimental psychology, particularly 
in the controlled study of learning and motivations, 
the determinants of animal behavior, and develop- 
ment of affectional behavior.” 


Louis P. HAMMETT, retired professor of chemistry, Co- 
lumbia University. 
“For his joining together physical and organic chem- 
istry, creating new concepts, and replacing intuition 
by rigor in our growing understanding of chemical 
reactivity.” 
MicuHaEL HEIDELBERGER, professor of immunochemistry, 
New York University. 
“For placing the science of immunology on a quanti- 
tative chemical basis, and for showing its power to 


reveal the structure of molecules found in the living 
organism.” 


Georce B. Kistiakowsky, professor of chemistry, 
Harvard University. 
“For contributions to physical chemistry, particu- 
larly to the understanding of reaction rates, and for 
statesmanship in the evolution of relationships be- 
tween science and public affairs.” 
Epwin H. Lanp, president, Polaroid Corp. 
“For many discoveries and inventions in the field of 
polarized light, rapid photography, including quick 
processing of the final photograph, for the develop- 
ment of a unique theory of color vision, and for con- 
tributions to national defense.” 
Icor I, Sikorsky, retired engineering manager, Sikorsky 
Aircraft Division of United Aircraft Corp. 
“For pioneering in the development of multi-engined 
aircraft, both land and sea planes, and for develop- 
ing the helicopter as a useful and important device 
of aerial transportation.” 
ALFRED H. Sturtevant, professor of biology, emeritus, 
California Institute of Technology. 
“For a long and distinguished career in genetics 
during which he discovered and interpreted a num- 


ber of important genetic phenomena in Drosophila 
and other organisms.” 


The National Medal of Science is the Federal Govern- 
ment’s highest award for distinguished achievement in 
science, mathematics and engineering. The medal was 
established in 1959 by the 86th Congress. The awards are 
made on the basis of recommendations received from the 
President’s Committee on the National Medal of Science, 
a committee of distinguished scientists chaired by Dr. 
Bryce L. Crawford of the University of Minnesota. 


The 1967 recipients were announced by the President 
on December 30, 1967. 


NoTE: For the President’s remarks at the awards ceremony, see 
the preceding item. 
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Marine Corps 


Announcement of Nomination of Maj. Gen. 
Herman Nickerson, Jr., for Promotion to Rank of 
Lieutenant General. February 13, 1968 


President Johnson today announced the nomination of 
Marine Maj. Gen. Herman Nickerson, Jr., for promo- 
tion to the three-star rank of lieutenant general. 

General Nickerson has been serving since January 12 
as the Marine Corps’ Deputy Chief of Staff for Man- 
power and as the Director of Personnel at Marine Head- 
quarters. 

In this assignment, he has replaced Lt. Gen. Lewis W. 
Walt who on January 1 became the Assistant Comman- 
dant of the Marine Corps. General Walt served as the 
Marine Corps’ first manpower deputy, since June 1967. 

Prior to returning in November to Marine Headquar- 
ters, where he first was Assistant Chief of Staff G-3, Gen- 
eral Nickerson served in Vietnam. There he commanded 
the Ist Marine Division, and later became the Deputy 
Commanding General of the III Marine Amphibious 
Force. 

A native of Boston, where he was born on July 30, 
1913, General Nickerson is a graduate of Boston Uni- 
versity. At the university he earned an Army ROTC 
commission, which he converted in July of 1935 to a com- 
mission in the Marine Corps. 

During combat action in Korea, and while serving as 
commanding officer of the 7th Marines, a regiment of 
the Ist Marine Division, General Nickerson, then a colo- 
nel, earned the Army Distinguished Service Cross for 
extraordinary heroism. His other personal decorations in- 
clude the Silver Star medal, the Legion of Merit with 
Combat “V,” the Bronze Star medal, and Air medal. 

During a previous tour at Marine Headquarters, in 
which he served as Fiscal Director of the Marine Corps, 
General Nickerson was twice elected President of the 
American Society of Military Comptrollers—in 1959 and 
in 1960. 

General Nickerson and his wife, the former Phyllis 
Anne Winters of Tacoma, Wash., have a son, John H., 
and a daughter, Dennis Anne. 


American History Month, 1968 


Proclamation 3829. Dated February 13, 1968. 
Released February 14, 1968 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

The history of the United States is not a record of 

blind forces sweeping human beings relentlessly along to 
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an unknown destiny. It is the story of countless individuals 
whose success and sacrifice converted an idea into a free 
nation. 

The heritage of liberty we enjoy was bought by men 
and women who dared the unknown, who tamed the 
wilderness, and gave their lives on fields of battle. 

We honor them by remembering their deeds—and by 
telling their story to each succeeding generation. 

The study of American history reveals the experience 
of shared endeavor, hardship, joy, and triumph which 
binds us together as a nation. Understanding that ex- 
perience can give us the wisdom and courage to meet our 
present trials—and unite us in the face of tomorrow’s 
challenges. 

In recognition of this, the Congress by a joint resolu- 
tion approved November 28, 1967, has designated Feb- 
ruary 1968 as American History Month and has requested 
the President to issue a proclamation inviting the people 
of the United States to observe that month. 

Now, THEREFoRE, I, LyNpon B. JoHnson, President 
of the United States of America, invite the people of the 
United States to observe February 1968 as American 
History Month in schools and other suitable places with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand, 
this thirteenth day of February, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred and sixty-eight, and of the Independ- 
ence of the United States of America the one hundred 
and ninety-second. 

Lynvon B. JoHNSON 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:01 a.m, 
February 13, 1968] 


Savings and Loan Holding Company 
Amendments of 1967 


The President’s Remarks U pon Signing the Bill 
IntoLaw. February 14, 1968 


Members of Congress and distinguished guests: 


The bill I will sign here today will strengthen and pro- 
tect a cornerstone of American life—the savings and loan 
association. 

We think of these institutions as a part of hometown 
America. They are in every State; they are always close 
to where our people live. More than 40 million Americans 
put their savings there. These associations provide most of 
the mortgages that allow families to build or allow fami- 
lies to buy their homes. 

One of the most encouraging aspects of today’s Amer- 
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ica is that nearly two-thirds of all the homes—37 million 
homes—are owned by the families who live in them. 

It is good to know that two-thirds of my countrymen 
do not have a landlord to worry about. I have a nice 
house here, but I am always conscious that I am only a 
tenant. 


My landlord is the people of the United States, Every 
morning—except Sunday and Monday—the landlord 
sends hundreds of delegates who tour through the down- 
stairs part of the house—just to see if Mrs. Johnson and I 
are here and if we are keeping up the property well. 

I could go on, but I don’t want to get into that busi- 
ness about renewing the lease! I will have something to 
say about that at a later date. 





This legislation that I am approving today gives addi- 
tional protection to the tens of millions of people who 
invest in, and who borrow from, the savings and loan 
associations. For the first time it enables the Federal Home 
Loan Bank Board to regulate and supervise holding com- 
panies which own or control insured associations. 

It is a well-devised safeguard against possible abuses. 
It is designed to enhance the soundness of the entire in- 
dustry. It should encourage even greater public saving 
in these associations. 

Public policy cannot be indifferent to the well-being 
of our savings and loan associations: 

—They are much too important to their millions of 
shareholders. 


—They are too necessary to a healthy mortgage 
market. 
—They are too vital to America’s growing economy. 

The associations owned by holding companies are few. 
But if abuses in their operation should cause even one— 
even one—to become insolvent, public confidence in other 
savings and loan associations would be weakened. Thus, 
the problem of these associations under the control of hold- 
ing companies is, I think, an important national problem. 

It is a problem that this legislation seeks and is de- 
signed, we hope, to correct and to prevent. 

I want to especially thank Senator Sparkman and Con- 
gressman Patman and all the members of their respec- 
tive committees, Chairman Horne, and all the others who 
have worked so diligently to bring this day about. 

I must frankly admit that I have been waiting for it 
some time, And I have been concerned every day during 


that waiting period lest something happen that this legis- 
lation is designed to prevent. 


So it is with a great sense of satisfaction and some 
sense of accomplishment that we meet here in this room 
today where I will put my signature on a measure that 
I think is very much desired and needed. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:41 p.m. in the Fish Room at the 
White House. 
As enacted, the bill (S. 1542) is Public Law 90-255. 
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Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons in Latin America 


Statement by the President Announcing Intention of 
the United States To Sign Protocol II to the Treaty of 
Tlatelolco. February 14, 1968 


One year ago today, on February 14, 1967, the nations 
of Latin America gathered in Tlatelolco, Mexico, to 
sign a Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 
in Latin America. Twenty-one nations of the region have 
now joined in this historic undertaking. 

The United States considers this treaty to be a realis- 
tic and effective arms control measure of unique signifi- 
cance—not only to the peoples of Latin America, but 
to all the peoples of the world. 


Today I am pleased to announce that the United 
States will sign Protocol II to this treaty which calls upon 
the powers possessing nuclear weapons to respect the 
status of denuclearization in Latin America and not to 
use or threaten to use nuclear weapons against the Latin 
American states party to the treaty. I have appointed 
Adrian S. Fisher, Deputy Director of the Arms Control 
and Disarmament Agency, as my emissary to sign the Pro- 
tocol in Mexico with an appropriate statement. 

Upon ratification by the Senate, the United States will 
assume the obligations to those countries within the re- 
gion which undertake and meet the treaty’s requirements. 
I am pleased to note that the drafters of this treaty have 
indicated that transit by the United States within the 
treaty zone will continue to be governed by the principles 
and rules of international law. 

The Treaty of Tlatelolco has been closely related to 
the long effort to reach worldwide agreement to prevent 
the further spread of nuclear weapons. It will create a 
nuclear free zone in an area of 71/2 million square miles, 
inhabited by nearly 200 million people. Like the Non- 
proliferation Treaty, this treaty, in addition to prohibit- 
ing the acquisition of nuclear weapons, also prohibits the 
acquisition of nuclear explosive devices for peaceful pur- 
poses. However, it has been drafted in such a way as to 
make it possible for Latin American parties to the treaty 
to obtain peaceful nuclear explosion services. 

It is indeed fitting that this giant step forward should 
have had its genesis in Latin America, an area which has 
come to be identified with regional cooperation. I partic- 
ularly wish to congratulate our distinguished friend, 
President Diaz Ordaz of Mexico, for the initiative and 
leadership which his government has contributed to this 
treaty and thereby to the peace of this region and of the 
world. 

In signing this protocol, the United States once again 
affirms its special and historic relationship with the peoples 
of Latin America and its stake in their future. The United 
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States gives this affirmation gladly, in the conviction that 
the denuclearization of this region enhances the develop- 
ment of its peaceful nuclear potential. 


The Urban Coalition and the 
Problems of the Cities 


Statement by the President on Secretary of Health, 
Education, and Welfare John Gardner’s Agreement 


To Serve as Chairman of the Urban Coalition. 
February 14, 1968 


I am gratified that Secretary Gardner has agreed to 
serve as Chairman of the Urban Coalition. 

As Secretary of Health, Education, and. Welfare, John 
Gardner has demonstrated that he understands the di- 
mensions and the urgency of the problems facing our 
cities. 

All of us know that the solution to the Nation’s urban 
problems requires a new breadth of leadership in the cities 
themselves; not only leadership from Federal, State, and 
local governments, but bold leadership from the private 
sector. 

The Urban Coalition offers such leadership. It promises 
to play a significant role in the effort to find solutions for 
the disturbing problems of the cities. 

When Secretary Gardner told me about his interest in 
the chairmanship of the Urban Coalition, I encouraged 
and urged him to accept it. I know he intends to work 
closely with the National Alliance of Businessmen and the 
Urban Institute, and I have assured him of my coopera- 
tion in the important efforts which he and the Urban 
Coalition are undertaking. 


Arthur S. Flemming Awards 


Announcement of the Winners for 1968 With Text of 
Their Citations. February 15, 1968 


The White House today announced the winners of the 
Arthur S. Flemming Awards for 1968. The Flemming 
Awards are given annually to the ten outstanding young 
men (under 40) in the Federal Government. 

The awards are divided into two categories, scientific 
and administrative. This is the 20th anniversary of the 
program, Mr. Arthur S. Flemming, former Secretary of 
Health, Education, and Welfare, will make the presenta- 
tions, 

Scientists at the National Aeronautics and Space 
Agency dominate the scientific category, while planners 
from two different agencies sweep first honors in the ad- 
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ministrative. The two NASA winners are: Dr. George 
Francis Pezdirtz, 34, of Newport News, Va., Head of the 
Chemistry and Physics Branch of the Applied Materials 
and Physics Division at Langley Research Center, Hamp- 
ton, Va., who has developed a new family of polymer plas- 
tics known as pyrrones; and John Dennis Hodge, 38, of 
Houston, Tex., who is Chief of the Flight Control Divi- 
sion and has guided the flights of all the astronauts from 
Project Mercury on. 


In the administrative category two winners have been 
chosen for their accomplishments in planning. They are 
Ronald Barry Lee, 35, Director of the Office of Planning 
and Systems, Office of the Postmaster General, and 
Maurice Cecil Mackey, Jr., 38, Assistant Secretary for 
Policy Development, Department of Transportation. 

Other winners in the administrative category are Dr. 
Joseph T. English, 34, Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Health Affairs, Office of Economic Opportunity, who 
has opened free health centers in poverty-stricken areas, 
John Thomas Hughes, 39, Special Assistant for Recon- 
naissance and Chief Adviser to the Director of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency, Department of Defense, who has 
developed new techniques in reconnaissance, and Harry 
Cummings McPherson, Jr., 38, Special Counsel to the 
President, who has been responsible for advising the 
President on legislative matters. 


Other scientific winners include Dr. Martin E. Abel, 
33, Deputy Assistant Secretary for International Affairs, 
Department of Agriculture, who was responsible for the 
reorganization of both world food assistance to India and 
the Indian approach to agriculture, Dr, Frank Joseph 
Rauscher, Jr., 36, National Cancer Institute, National 
Institutes of Health, Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare, for his work linking cancer to viruses, and 
Dr. Thomas Patrick Quinn, 37, of the Office of Naval 
Research, Washington, for his work in control and detec- 
tion of missiles. 

The winners will meet the President at the White 
House at 11:30 this morning. They then will be honored 
at a luncheon. Former Secretary Flemming will be the 
main speaker. He returned today from the University of 
Oregon, where he is now president. 

The selection of the winners was made by a panel of 
judges chaired by the Honorable Tom C. Clark, retired 
Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. Other 
judges were the Rev. Gerard J. Campbell, S.J., president 
of Georgetown University, Dr. Emory Cook, president of 
Operations Research, Inc., Dr. Wilson H. Elkins, presi- 
dent of the University of Maryland, Mr. J. W. Pocock, 
president of Booz-Allen Applied Research, Inc., Mr. C. R. 
Smith, chairman of American Airlines, Inc., and the 
Honorable Birch E. Bayh, Senator from Indiana. 

The Flemming Awards program, designed to give 
public recognition to young men who have made out- 
standing contributions in public service, is sponsored by 
the Downtown Jaycees of the District of Columbia Junior 
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Chamber of Commerce in cooperation with the United 
States Civil Service Commission. 


The following are the winners and the texts of their 
citations: 


Those chosen for their administrative accomplish- 
ments: 


Dr. Joseru T. Encuisu, 34, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Health 
Affairs, Office of Economic Opportunity: For organizing com- 
prehensive neighborhood health centers, which, having made 
only a modest beginning, have already provided free medical 
services to over a million of the Nation’s poor—on the theory 
that bad health and poverty reinforce one another—and for 
obtaining the cooperation of several medical schools and local 
medical societies and health departments in running the cen- 
ters, an achievement which reflects as well on the medical pro- 
fession as on Dr. English. 


Joun Tuomas Hucues, 39, Special Assistant for Reconnaissance 
and Chief Adviser to the Director of the Defense Intelligence 
Agency, Department of Defense: For his improvements in the 
effectiveness, thrift, and productivity of the intelligence re- 
sources of the United States and for his formulation of new 
techniques for exploitation of reconnaissance imagery acquired 
in Southeast Asia. 


Ronatp Barry Leer, 35, Director of the Office of Planning and 
Systems, Office of the Postmaster General: For turning the 
eyes of the Post Office to the future by installing and operating 
an effective Planning-Programing-Budgeting System, which 
has permitted, for the first time, the Post Office to systemat- 
ically plan its long-range growth and to launch a comprehen- 
sive attack on problems that have eluded solution for decades. 
(He was one of the first group of White House Fellows, coming 
to Washington in 1966.) 

Maurice Cecit Mackey, Jr., 38, Assistant Secretary for Policy 
Development, Department of Transportation: For developing 
and maintaining a long-range, effective planning structure for 
the Nation’s transportation while contributing much of the 
background analysis, conceptualization, and political spade- 
work which led to the formation of the department of that 
name. 


Harry Cummincs McPuerson, Jr., 38, Special Counsel to the 
President: For his counsel to the President, both legal and 
wise, over the whole spectrum of government but especially his 
review of all bills submitted to the President by Congress and 


his facility with questions of policy and law raised by all execu- 
tive agencies. 


Those chosen in the scientific field: 


Dr. Martin E. Aser, 33, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Interna- 
tional Affairs, Department of Agriculture, is recognized for his 
analysis of India’s agricultural crisis and his recommendations 
to the President, which resulted in a new American approach 
to India’s agricultural crisis, the organization of a consortium 
of many nations to avert a major famine in India, and initia- 
tion by the Indian Government of radically new agricultural 
policies. 


Joun Dennis Honce, 38, Chief, Flight Control Division, National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration, Houston, Tex.: For 
his skill in organizing and directing the space flights, tracking, 
and mission control centers beginning with Project Mercury 
and continuing through Gemini and Apollo, for his design 
of the Mission Control Center in Houston and of remote 
tracking sites, and for getting Gemini VIII (8) down after its 
loss of attitude control. 


Dr. Georce Francis Pezpirtz, 34, Head of the Chemistry and 
Physics Branch of the Applied Materials and Physics Division, 
Langley Research Center, National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, Hampton, Va.: For directing research which 
resulted in a new and promising group of polymer plastics 
called pyrrones, which resist heat and radiation and offer 
great potential as heat protection materials, adhesives, dielec- 
tricts, and semiconductors, and for research on characteristics 
of plastics in a simulated space environment. 
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Dr. THomas Patrick Quinn, 37, Head of the Field Projects 
Branch of the Office of Naval Research, Washington: For lead- 
ing inquiry into new systems in communications, radar, and 
atomic weapons effects and for research in detection both of 
enemy missiles during the launch phase and of atomic explo- 
sions. He has provided the Secretary of Defense with workable 
new ideas on survivability of missiles and their control sys- 
tems, a matter close to the heart of the strategic balance in the 
world today. 

Dr. FRANK JosepH RauscHer, Jr., 36, Associate Scientific Di- 
rector for Viral Oncology, National Cancer Institute, Depart- 
ment of Health, Education, and Welfare: For management 
of a major biomedical research program on viral causation and 
prevention of cancer, ranging from virus identification and 
production through field trials and preventive measures— 
while he continues his own research in leukemia and its rela- 
tionship to viruses. 


Community Service Projects for 
Older Americans 


The President’s Remarks at a Ceremony Launching a 
Program To Create Job Opportunities. 
February 15, 1968 


Secretary Wirtz, my distinguished friends: 


One of our great poets had this to say about getting 
older: “The years between 50 and 70 are the hardest. 
You are always being asked to do things, and yet you 
aren't ancient enough to turn them down.” 


Well, today we are giving a great many older citizens 
a chance to do a great many things. And I’m willing to 
bet that we won’t get turned down. 


Today we are launching a program to provide work in 
community service projects for retired or unemployed citi- 
zens who are 55 and over. 


The three contracts that were referred to by Secretary 
Wirtz that we will sign will create more than 3,000 job 
opportunities in the coming year. These jobs will be in 
schools, hospitals, in beautification projects, and other 
efforts that will improve life for all of us, 


There are a good many of us in this room today who 
can remember seeing people grow old 20 or 30 years ago— 
seeing what old age did to them. 

Too often, it meant being alone. Too often, it meant be- 
ing dependent on someone else—their children or their 
sons-in-law. It meant that as the years mounted up, their 
savings dwindled down. And worst of all, it meant being 
sick and afraid because they just didn’t seem to be able 
to afford to be sick. 


Things have changed some since then, largely because 
of leadership that people like you have provided. 

In March, more than 17 million older citizens will re- 
ceive a social security increase of some 13 percent. When 
the benefit checks go out, another 1 million Americans 


will be lifted above the poverty line—a goal that we are 
working toward. 
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Medicare—that for many, many years was not seriously 
considered and after it was considered and passed, many 
said would not work at all—is now flourishing. More than 
20 million senior citizens have its protection. Last year, 
7 million of these senior citizens received help in pay- 
ing their medical bills. That is a fact—not a fantasy. 

But beyond all of this, we all have another goal. That 
goal is to guarantee to every older American not only 
security, but the pride of being able to be active and being 
able to be productive. 

Last year we took a major step toward that goal. 


We passed a law forbidding age discrimination in em- 
ployment. 


We renewed and strengthened the Older Americans 
Act. It promised a new sense of involvement and useful- 
ness to hundreds of thousands of our citizens. 

And that is only a small part of the story. More than 
4,000 Foster Grandparents in 38 States, nearly 300 older 
VISTA volunteers, 500 older Peace Corps volunteers, 
more than 3,000 members of SCORE—the Service Corps 
of Retired Executives—have already learned what it is 
to have a feeling of pride in serving others, regardless of 
one’s age. 

Now we meet here again this morning ‘n another good 
cause. Soon, after the signing of these three contracts, 
thousands of older citizens will know what it is to have a 
long life. They will know what it is to have a full life; to 
know what the wise Frenchman meant when he said: 
“Growing old is nothing more than a habit which a busy 
man has no time to form.” 

In this day of trouble and trial for our people, I want 
to salute those representatives, who are here in the Cabi- 
net Room this morning, of the older Americans in our 
country, for your objectives, for your goals, for your per- 
sistence, and for the manner in which you have repre- 
sented those for whom you speak. 

You have spoken where it counts; you have been repre- 
sented in the rooms where there is a pay-off. 

In December we signed a social security bill. It affected 
the lives of millions of people directly; it affected the lives 
of all of us—all 200 million— indirectly. 

President Truman proposed Medicare. But you testified 
for it—and you worked for it—and you presented your 
opinion—and your concern—and your dissent—and your 
voice—and your logic—and your argument before the 
committees, 


Those committees listened and they learned. And as a 
consequence, 7!/, million of your fellow citizens have 
benefited. 

There will be hearings in the days to come—hearings 
on poverty, hearings on education, hearings on health, 
hearings on security for older Americans. 





While we have made great progress, we have just gone 
a few steps up a long road. I had three figures in my mind 
that were brought to me by the Budget Director this year 
when we signed the budget. 
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The first one was on manpower training that is very 
important to you. In 1960, our budget was $3 billion— 
$3 billion for manpower training. 

By fiscal year 1964—just before I took office—that had 
increased to $4 billion plus. 

From 1964 to 1968, largely through help that you and 
other concerned citizens have rendered in the Congress, 
in the precincts, and in the election, the Congress—by an 
overwhelming vote— increased that $3 billion in 1960 and 
that $4 billion in 1964 to $12 billion in this year’s budget. 

In poverty, which affects us all, but affects no one more 
than the older American—one million were removed 
from the poverty level by the last social security bill 
alone—that poverty group was receiving a little over $9 
billion in the year 1960, 

We had moved that $9 billion up to $12 billion by the 
fiscal year 1964. In 1964, we renewed our pledges that 
were made and our promises of 1960 when President 
Kennedy went from one end of this Nation to the other. 
We pleaded with the members of the appropriate commit- 
tees to try to move forward with the New Frontier and 
the Great Society. 

From 1964, when we had $12 billion, to 68, this year, 
we have $28 billion—more than double the amount of 
Federal funds spent for those below the level of $3,000. 

Now, finally, if there is anything that is vital to every 
citizen of this land, it is health. It doesn’t make any differ- 
ence how many PhD’s he has if he is bedridden and can’t 
get out of his room and requires the care of other people. 

Education is one of the reasons, I think, that America 
leads the world. I was reading a book last night; Europe 
was very concerned about our industrial management. 
They felt that we were taking the place that some of their 
citizens should be taking. But they said we have this great 
ingenuity and this great industrial management system 
primarily because of the education of our people. 

So health, education, and social security: In 1960 we 
were spending $19 billion in that field. Fisc 
little over 3 years later—we were spending $23 billion in 
that field. 


We moved it up $4 billion. Since 1964, to 1968, we 
moved it not 1 billion, not 4 billion—but we have more 
than doubled it from $23 billion to $47 billion in the 
budget this year. 

The social security bill, the poverty bill, the training 
bill—all of these items ov erlap. But the gers thing 
is that we are moving along. 


Now that is not nearly what we ought to do. That is 
not nearly as much as we want to do. But it is a sign when 
you can triple manpower and when you can more than 
double aid to poverty in one administration. When you 
can go in health, education, and social security from $23 
billion to $47 billion, it is something that you are not 
justified in saying is being completely neglected. 

So to those of you who have manned the ramparts—to 
those of you who have marched in the committee rooms— 
to those of you who have written the letters and talked to 
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your Congressmen and your Senators of both parties, and 
the leaders of both parties, I salute, congratulate, and 
thank you for what you have done for your fellow man. 
Thank you, very much. 
NoTE: The President spoke at 12:20 p.m. in the Cabinet Room 
at the White House to a group of older Americans. They were ac- 
companied by Secretary of Labor W. Willard Wirtz who intro- 
duced the President. 
The organizations which will participate in the projects cov- 
ered by the three contracts are the National Council of Aging, the 


National Council of Senior Citizens, and the National Farmers 
Union. 


Council of Economic Advisers 


The President’s Remarks at the Swearing In of 
Merton J. Peck as a Member and the Designation of 
Arthur M. Okun as Chairman. February 15, 1968 


Dr. and Mrs. Peck and family, Mr. and Mrs. Okun and 
family, Secretary Wirtz, distinguished guests, ladies and 
gentlemen: 


I want to welcome all of you to this ceremony this 
morning. 

I stand here with one eye wet and one eye dry. Gardner 
Ackley’s departure saddens me. I would hope that he 
feels the same way. 

When Gardner took the CEA chairmanship more than 
3 years ago, the economy was already setting peacetime 
records. He has kept the curve climbing, turning a youth- 
ful boom into a mature and solid 8-year expansion. 


Of all the good advice Chairman Ackley has given to 
me throughout the years, I was happiest to accept one of 
his fine recommendations to appoint Art Okun as his 
successor. 

Art brings many special talents to this new job. His 
forecasts are so amazingly accurate that one newspaper 
once called him the administration’s secret weapon. 


Far away from the limelight, he has been invaluable 
to international monetary policy—to the Treasury De- 
partment in developing the Rio Accord—to drafting the 
new system of Special Drawing Rights. And I am relying 
heavily on Chairman Okun and the Council to help us 
move this Nation and all nations towards swift accept- 
ance of these new monetary arrangements. 

To fill the Council vacancy, we have Merton Joseph 
Peck from Yale University. 


I am delighted that he joins Jim Duesenberry and Art 
Okun at this particular time. One of our most urgent 
concerns in the Nation now is price stability. We have 
recently created a Cabinet committee to concentrate heav- 
ily on this problem. Dr. Peck is an expert on markets. He 
will bring special insights to price and wage problems 
arising from structural imperfections in labor markets, 
product markets, and markets for services. 
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Looking around us as we meet here this morning, we 
see more and more evidence of our economic strength. 
The January unemployment rate, we are pleased to say, 
was the lowest in more than 14 years. Corporate profits 
for the last quarter of 1967 were pointing upward again— 
to new records. 

But we cannot rejoice without recognizing the dangers 
posed by price and cost increases. To preserve our record- 
breaking prosperity, we must combine it with a return to 
price stability. 

As we have long emphasized, the first order of business 
is the prompt enactment by the Congress of the penny on 
the dollar tax increase that we will need to pay for part 
of our extraordinary defense costs. 

Second, we need full cooperation and restraint from 
business and labor in their price and wage decisions. Ex- 
cessive wage and excessive price increases can weaken 
the dollar, They cannot win lasting gains for any group. 
The short-run sacrifices that we ask promise long-term 
benefits to all of us. 

Third, we must work through the new Cabinet com- 
mittee for structural improvements in every market—for 
greater efficiency, greater productivity, and greater in- 
centives for cost-reduction and price competition. 

I will continue to look to the Council of Economic Ad- 
visers for advice on guarding our prosperity against in- 
flation. 

I was talking to someone last night and he was outlining 
for me the progress that our country has made through- 
out the years. He said, “Mr. President, there are two 
things that a leader must never take his mind off of in our 
political system. You will have many messages and many 
bills, but two simple rules, I suggest.” 

I said, “Tell me what they are’”—because he was a 
man of wisdom and experience and nonpartisanship. 

He said, “The first one is the buck—that dollar—it 
must be sound. It must be stable and people must have 
some of them. The next one is—you don’t have to be told 
that one, but I want to remind you every day—the ballot. 
Because through the ballot people can gain the rewards 
they think they are entitled to. They can bring about the 
reforms that are essential. They can turn into motion the 
revolutions inside of all of us and they can bring them to 
reality and bring them to reality constitutionally and 
appropriately and as we human beings should. We don’t 
have to act like animals to get our revolutions and reforms 
translated into action, That comes through the ballot.” 

So, if my economic advisers are not trained counselors 
on the ballot, they are on the buck and that seems to be a 
major portion of a President’s problem. I am going to 
continue to look to them to guard our prosperity against 
inflation. They will have the help of the President and I 
hope they will have the help of the Cabinet and the Con- 
gress and the business and labor communities. 

The Council today enjoys a worldwide reputation, I 
think, a reputation of three wise men who have been 
responsible, and are responsible in the future for guid- 
ing the American economic miracle. 
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We expect great things from you, Dr. Peck. I am happy 
to welcome you officially into the world’s smallest, but the 
world’s most vital fraternity. 

Gardner, you are on sabbatical leave, but we will ex- 
pect you to carry on your good work across the ocean. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 1:15 p.m. in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House. 


Advisory Committee to the High 
Commissioner of the Ryukyu Islands 


Announcement of Appointment of Laurence C. Vass 
To Be United States Representative. 
February 15, 1968 


The White House announced today the appointment 
of Mr. Laurence C. Vass as United States Representa- 
tive on the Advisory Committee to the High Commis- 
sioner of the Ryukyu Islands. The Advisory Committee 
was recently established pursuant to an agreement be- 
tween President Johnson and Prime Minister Sato and 
will develop recommendations leading to a further iden- 
tification of the Ryukyuan people and their institutions 
with Japan proper and the promotion of the economic 
and social welfare of the Ryukyuan people. Mr. Jiro Ta- 
kase will represent the Government of Japan on the Com- 
mittee and Mr. Hiroshi Senaga will be the representative 
of the Government of the Ryukyu Islands, 

Mr. Vass, the U.S. representative, is a career foreign 
service officer now serving as Minister-Counselor for Eco- 
nomic Affairs at our embassy in Tokyo. The Department 
of State is making Mr. Vass available to the Department 
of Army for the assignment. 

Mr. Vass was born February 12, 1909, in Colorado. 
He is a graduate of Rutgers University where he received 
his M.A. in 1933. Mr. Vass entered the Government 
service in 1935 with the Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion and from 1942-1944 he was with the Office of Price 
Administration. He joined the United Nations Relief and 
Rehabilitation Agency in 1944 and later became the 
European representative of the Civil Aeronautics Board. 
From 1946 to 1948 he was the CAB attaché in London 
and later was assigned as liaison representative to the Air 
Coordinating Committee. Mr, Vass joined the State De- 
partment in 1949 and has served in various capacities in 
Washington and abroad, including assignments as Prin- 
cipal Officer in Sydney and Nairobi. 
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Inter-American Cultural Council 


The President’s Message to the Fifth Meeting in 


Maracay, Venezuela. February 15, 1968 


If man is to achieve his fullest potential, he must have 
the freedom to learn—and he must have learning to be 
truly free. 

You meet to put into action the purposes of the Punta 
del Este Declaration of Presidents. There is no more im- 
portant work facing our hemisphere. 

Together, we must: 


—Assure basic education for all our people; 

—Make our secondary schools and universities cen- 
ters of excellence; and 

—Harness science and technology in the work of 
education and development. 


The largest share of what must be done, you must do. 
But I want you to know that we in the United States will 
help—with our resources, our technology, and the enthu- 
siastic support of our people. 

In preparing your programs you will use the tools that 
are at hand. But I hope your vision also will extend to the 
tools of tomorrow. I am particularly enthusiastic about 
the possibilities of combining advanced technology with 
advanced methods of teaching and research. Educational 
television already points the way. We are not far from the 
day when the satellite will help us 

—leap across the barriers that today deny good edu- 
cation to millions of citizens, and 

—unlock the doors to hidden natural resources on 
land and the surrounding seas. 

With warm and vivid memories of my meetings with 
your Presidents last April, I send you greetings and best 
wishes for success in your deliberations. 


NOTE: The President’s message was delivered by Dr. Milton Eisen- 
hower, Chairman of the American Delegation as part of his plenary 
address to the meeting. 


Situation in the Republic of Korea 


News Briefing by Cyrus R. Vance Following His Report 
to the President on His Talks With South Korean 
Government Officials. February 15, 1968 


Mr. Vance. I arrived back shortly after 5 o’clock. I came 
immediately to the White House where I met with the 
President, the Secretary of State, and others. I briefed 
them fully on my discussions with President Park, the 
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Prime Minister, and other cabinet ministers and other 
high officials over the last several days in Seoul. 

After my briefing we went around the table and a num- 
ber of people asked questions in amplification of my 
briefing. 

I might say that I found my discussions with President 
Park, the Prime Minister, and the other cabinet officials 
in Korea to have been good and very useful. They were 
carried out at all times in a cordial and friendly atmos- 
phere and I returned with renewed confidence of the 
solidarity of our alliance and with a heightened percep- 
tion of the friendship of the Korean peoples for the peoples 
of the United States. 

Q. Were there any agreements, sir, that were reached 
out there that could not be spoken about? 

Mr. Vance. No. There are no agreements outside of 
the communique. Everything in the way of an agreement 
is reflected in the communique. 

Q. What is the depth of feeling you found there over 
the demands for some so-called instant retaliation? 

Mr. Vance. There are different views among differ- 
ent individuals with respect to that suggestion. 

Q. Will you see the President again tomorrow? 

Mr. Vance. I believe not. I hope to be going back to 
resume my practice of law tomorrow. 

Q. Were you involved at all in the Pueblo conferences? 

Mr. Vance. I informed myself with respect to that. I 
had nothing to do with the meetings at Panmunjom. 

Q. Are there any plans for the South Korean President 
to come to Washington in the near future? 

Mr. Vance. That was not discussed at all between 
President Park and me. 

Q. Do you feel there is a meeting of the minds now 
between the United States and the South Korean leader- 
ship? 

Mr. Vance. I felt that the exchange was very useful 
and that there is a good understanding between us with 
respect to their views and they of ours. 

Q. Did you form any conclusions as to what North 
Korea may be up to? 

Mr. Vance. I don’t want to prognosticate about what 
the future may hold. 

Q. When is the Defense Secretary’s meeting going to 
be held? 

Mr. Vance. That hasn’t been decided yet. 

Q. Will we continue the meetings at Panmunjom with- 
out the participation of South Korea? 


Mr. Vance. I think that ought to come from the State 
Department. 


Q. Can you say any more about the differences regard- 
ing the “instant retaliation?” 

Mr. Vance. No, other than to say that there are some 
people who hold that view in South Korea and I was 
informed of those views. 

Q. Do they still hold those views, sir? 


Mr. Vance. I am sure some people still hold those 
views. 
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Q. In the government? 

Mr. Vance. That is all I care to say on that. 

Q. Could you say anything about operational control? 
Mr. Vance. The issue was not raised with me. 
Reporter: Thank you, sir. 


NOTE: Mr. Vance met with reporters at 7:06 p.m. in the office of 
Press Secretary George Christian. 


National Conference of 
Christians and Jews 


Text of the President’s Remarks Upon Presenting the 
National Brotherhood Award to Patrick Cardinal 
O’Boyle. February 15, 1968 


Cardinal O’Boyle, head table guests, ladies and gentle- 
men: 


Two weeks before the presidential election in 1928, 
Governor Al Smith spoke to a young friend in the strictest 
confidence. 

“They aren’t going to elect me President,” he said. 
“They attacked me out there; they tried to harm Mrs. 
Smith. I just didn’t realize that the feeling against a 
Catholic went so deep.” 


He was right. The feelings against Catholics did run 
deep in 1928. Across the Nation, the Klan and hate- 
peddlers played on prejudice and fear. The symbol of the 
election of 1928 was neither donkey nor elephant—but 
the burning cross. 


Following that election, four men met in New York 
to found a new alliance against hatred. Charles Evan 
Hughes, Newton Baker, Roger Strauss, and Carleton J. 
Hayes established the National Conference of Christians 
and Jews. Its goal was to change the beliefs of a nation— 
nothing less. 

Today, those beliefs have been transformed. The fires 
of religious hatred have been dampened. Many organiza- 
tions and men deserve credit and gratitude for that—but 
few more than the man we honor tonight. 

Patrick Cardinal O’Boyle is one man who did not wait 
for a miracle. He worked with other good men and women 
to make it happen. 


He came to this city as an archbishop in 1948. In that 
year—6 years before the Brown case—the Catholic schools 
of his archdiocese were integrated. Fourteen years later— 
at the Vatican Council inspired by Pope John the 23d— 
Patrick O’Boyle again waged the fight for conscience. The 
council’s Declaration on Non-Christian Religions bears 
the imprint of his wisdom. 

There is beauty and toughness to this man’s life. If some 
Americans—wearied by the strife in our cities—ask 
“What’s the use?”—Patrick Cardinal O’Boyle knows the 
ultimate and only answer. It lies in Americans being true 
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to their ancient mission: to advance and protect human We have come a long way since 1928. Now, as then, 
dignity. there is hate and fear among us. 

I? As we honor this man tonight, we must ask ourselves: But now, as then, there are men among us who raise the 
Do we still have faith? We must ask if we, like Cardinal ___ voice of conscience. 
O’Boyle will be “doers of the word, not hearers only?” In the Book of Job, we are told: “From out of the popu- 


Do we believe that men of different races and religions _lous city men groan: and the soul of the wounded cries 
can live together in one land? Do we believe that every _for help.” 
American is entitled to a decent education, decent hous- Thank God there are still good men—such as this good 
ing, a decent job and wage? Do we believe that these = man—who respond to that cry. 


i eacefully? ; 7 
things ae come about P : NOTE: The President, who was the recipient of last year’s award, 
I believe we do. spoke at the Washington Hilton Hotel. 





THE PRESIDENT’S NEWS CONFERENCE OF 








le. FEBRUARY 16, 1968 

8, THE Presipent. George tells me that he has given you something not 

est to announce today. I want to give you something you can announce just 
as soon as you get out of here. 

id. 

rs, SECRETARY OF COMMERCE 

“ We have accepted with very deep regret the resignation of Mr. 

™ Sandy Trowbridge—Mr. A. B. Trowbridge—the Secretary of Com- 

~ merce. The resignation is effective March Ist. 

the We will send to the Senate the name of Mr. C. R. Smith, the former 

out President of American Airlines, and the present Chairman of the Board 
of American Airlines. 

ork Mr. Smith was born in Minerva, Texas, and for the last 30 years 

_ has been associated with American Airlines, residing in New York. 

: J Mr. Smith is a member of the Business Council and has been for some 

ct 10 or 12 years. He is recommended very warmly and strongly by Secre- 
tary Trowbridge and other leaders, including Secretary Wirtz, with 

_ whom he will have to work closely. 

2a- Mr. Smith has agreed to move to Washington and join us effective 

but March Ist. 

vait CHAIRMAN OF THE Civi AERONAUTICS BoarRD 

ox As you know, some time ago Mr. Charles Murphy informed us of 

hat his desire to leave the Civil Aeronautics Board. We are accepting his 

a. resignation from that Board. For the time being, he will be a consultant 

met to the President, acting as a counsel for me here in the White House on 

= a part-time basis. 

The He will be succeeded as Chairman of the Board, the Senate willing, 

ears by Mr. John H. Crooker. Mr. Crooker is a member of the law firm of 
Fulbright, Crooker, Freeman & Bates, in Houston, Texas. 

one I first knew him 38 years ago when he defeated my debating team 

mn in Houston High School. He was a star senior debater. I later took one 

na of my men and Mr. Crooker and they defeated the State champions. 
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Since that time Mr. Crooker has graduated with honors from the 
Rice Institute, and with honors from the University of Texas Law School. 


He was on the Law Review there. 


He is presently a resident of the District of Columbia, representing 
his firm here. His nomination will go to the Senate very shortly. 


He was born in 1914, and Mr. Smith was born in 1899. Mr. Smith 
is 67 years of age. Mr. Trowbridge is 37 years of age. 


I think that is all I have. George will give you the biographics on 


these men. 
QUESTIONS 


MR. TROWBRIDGE’S RESIGNATION 


Q. Is it health in Mr. Trowbridge’s case? 


THE PresweENtT. The doctors had some question when 
he became Secretary of Commerce. He went through a 
very thorough examination. He had had a heart problem. 
He decided to accept the challenge. He did a very fine 
job. 


He has been working long and hard, but he has suf- 
fered a little relapse. He has been out for a few weeks. 
After completing his examinations at Johns Hopkins with 
other doctors in the last few days, he gave me his letter 
yesterday resigning as Secretary of Commerce. 

We are very hopeful that we can utilize his services to 
the extent his health will permit in some other capacity, 
but we have not even discussed that. 

Q. Is he returning, Mr. President, to his private 
company? 

Tue Present. I just answered that. As far as I 
know, he said to me that he would be available to us for 
anything he could do, so far as his health is concerned. But 
I do not think he has made any plans of any kind. I think 
he will have to speak for himself. 

My judgment is he would wait for some time to see how 
his health comes along. Then if we could use him on 
something not so strenuous as a Cabinet job, we might be 
able to get him to do that. If not, he will make some 
private connection, I am sure. 


Q. How long did he serve? From last June, Mr. 
President? 


The PresiwwenTt. George will supply that information 
to you. 


Q. Mr. President, are you concerned by what may seem 
to some as a considerable number of departures from your 
administration at high levels? 


THE PrEsIwENT. We always hate to see anyone depart, 
particularly men like Mr. Trowbridge. But in the light of 
the circumstances, I think I wouldn’t want him to stay 
and I don’t think you would, either. 


MR. MURPHY’S DUTIES 


Q. Mr. President, can you tell us anything more spe- 
cific about what Mr. Murphy will be doing for you here? 


Tue Preswent. He will be a counsel here at the White 
House, advising with the President, reporting directly to 
the President. His specific duties will be primarily legal. 
He was counsel to President Truman. He will be available, 
I think, for any assignment that the President desires to 
give him. 

Q. I wondered, sir, if you might have any political as- 
signments in mind for him. 


Tue Preswent. None whatever. 


A SEcRETARY FoR HEW 


Q. Do you foresee a new Health and Welfare Secretary 
soon? 

Tue Present. I don’t have any immediate time- 
table on that. We have a very outstanding man as Under 
Secretary. I would anticipate that he would act for at least 
a few weeks. 

THE AID PROGRAM 


Q. Mr. President, there have been some problems rela- 
tive to the AID program lately. I wondered if you could 
give us your viewpoint as to what this amounts to, if 
you feel it jeopardizes your AID program this year, and 
what you are doing about it? 

Tue Presment. The AID program always has its 
problems with the Congress. The information I have 
about it is that the matter is now under consideration 
by the Justice Department. The Inspector General of the 
State Department has been very diligent in attempting 
to make a thorough study of the problems in the AID 
program. He is making his report available to the At- 
torney General and to the appropriate committees of the 
Congress. 


GOVERNOR ROMNEY ON VIETNAM 


Q. Mr. President, you may have noticed that Governor 
Romney now refers to our force in Vietnam as the 
Johnson-Nixon policy. Does that ring any bell? 

Tue Preswent. No. I would think we shouldn’t play 
politics with the war and try to associate it with name 
calling. 

I think most of the Americans at one time or another 
have agreed with the policy and there have been some 
departures from the ranks. But I am not going to say 
anything that I consciously believe will involve the war 
and the men who are fighting it in a political campaign. 
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STATUS OF GENERAL WESTMORELAND 


Q. Mr. President, sir, there have been some rumors 
in the last couple of days from various Members of Con- 
gress that General Westmoreland might be transferred. 
Can you comment on that? 

Tue Present. I think that has been thoroughly cov- 
ered. I should think you could observe from the sources 
that they are not either my confidants or General 
Westmoreland’s. 

I don’t want to attribute bad motives to anyone, but 
I would think it hardly likely that the Commander in 
Chief would get information about the future of General 
Westmoreland from a Republican Congressman from 
Wisconsin. I think that would be apparent to almost 
anyone. 

I think that General Westmoreland is confronted with 
one of the great tests of his career, as we are in this 
country. 

Just before he goes into battle there in South Vietnam— 
Khesanh, or whatever engagements may follow—I would 
not want to have him in doubt for a moment, or a single 
one of his men in doubt, about his standing with his 
Commander in Chief or with his superiors. 

I am amazed that you would give the attention to 
him that you do in the light of my expression of admira- 
tion and respect for him so recently—in December, at 
Cam Ranh Bay, when I spoke very personally about him 
and gave him one of America’s highest decorations. 

I have observed this question being raised. I think it 
was first raised abroad. It continues to be raised here 
every day. 

I don’t know how to put a stop to it, except to say 
that I have never known a man with whom I have 
worked in the military for whom I had a higher regard 
or a greater respect. 

I would hope that that statement could end the gossip 
and the rumors about General Westmoreland’s future. 

I think we all know that he has served there at my in- 
sistence and with the approval of the Joint Chiefs longer 
than one would ordinarily serve in an ordinary post. 

But these are not ordinary times. They require each 
of us to help along and contribute whatever we can. 

Just as General Taylor said to me, “I have been away 
from my family now in three wars, but I am ready to go 
back again if you need me,” General Westmoreland has 
said he would stay there as long as I want him to stay 
there. 

While I don’t want to be inconsiderate of him, I do 
think that it is in your interest and the Nation’s interest, 
and the Free World’s interest, that this man, with his back- 
ground, his experience and his knowledge of conditions 
there be there at at this critical stage. 

I know the credibility problem. I cannot say to you 
that he will never leave. 

I know he has been there over four years already. But 
Ican tell you that I have no intention of seeing him leave, 
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I have no plan for him to leave, and, if I did have, I don’t 
think it would come to you the way it has. 

I think all of you should give consideration to how 
these things come to you. Because if you flash around 
the world the doubt that someone has and then to remove 
that doubt he has to make a statement, when, in the 
normal routine of things it should be changed, then you 
say, “You misled us.” So you get it either way—Have 
you stopped beating your wife?” 

I said to General Westmoreland, when I saw reports 
in the intelligence of what was being said about him, and 
I saw them picked up by certain overseas newspapers, and 
before they came into wide circulation here but appeared, 
I think, in one brief reference, that I wanted him to know 
very bluntly that I had never known a man in the military 
whom I had more confidence in. I don’t know how to go 
any stronger than that. 

But there is a campaign on to get over the world 
that we have doubts in General Westmoreland. That 
campaign I don’t believe is going to succeed. It is not 
going to succeed with me. I have no doubts about his 
ability, about his dedication. 

If I had to select a man to lead me into battle in Viet- 
nam, I would want General Westmoreland. 


Does that make it clear to anybody and everybody, 
including all the foreign press that may want to pick it up? 

You see, what irritates me is that I see these things 
about a week or two ahead of time. They originate, go 
around the world and then they get real hot here. There 
are reasons for doing these things. One of the reasons is 
to destroy people’s confidence in the leadership. 

With all the men we have at stake out there, with all 
the lives that are involved—it could be any of you or your 
boys—lI just don’t think that is the way to play it. 

I see where General Westmoreland may be named a 
member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. I have never dis- 
cussed that with General Westmoreland for one second. 

So far as I am concerned, if there is any way General 
Westmoreland could go, it would be up. Right now, he 
has the most important assignment I know of, and I am 
going to try to help him. I hope I am helping him by mak- 
ing it clear—repeat, clear—loud and clear—that every 
person that I know of who deals with General Westmore- 
land has great respect and confidence in him. 


NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND VIETNAM 


Q. Mr. President, could you address yourself, please, 
sir, to the gossip and rumors about nuclear weapons in 
Vietnam? 

Tue Preswent. I think the Press Secretary covered 
that very well. 


The President must make the decision to deploy nuclear 
weapons. It is one of the most awesome and grave de- 
cisions any President could be called upon to make. 

It is reasonably apparent and known to all that it is 
very much against the national interest to carry on dis- 
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cussions about deployment of nuclear weapons; so much 
so that the act, itself, tries to guard against that. 

I have been in the Executive Branch of the Government 
for 7 years. I think I have been aware of the recommen- 
dations made by the Joint Chiefs of Staff, by the Secre- 
tary of State and the Secretary of Defense during that 
period. 

So far as I am aware, they have at no time ever con- 
sidered or made a recommendation in any respect to the 
employment of nuclear weapons. They are on our planes 
on training missions from time to time. 

We do have problems. There are plans with our allies 
concerning what they do. 

There is always a person available to me who has full 
information in connection with their deployment, as you 
newspapermen know. I think if any serious consideration 
were ever given, and God forbid there ever will be, I don’t 
think you would get it by some anonymous caller to some 
committee of the Congress. I think most of you know that, 
or ought to know that. 

No recommendation has been made to me. Beyond 
that, I think we ought to put an end to that discussion. 


PROSPECTS FOR PEACE NEGOTIATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, do you see any new, hopeful pros- 
pects for negotiating with Hanoi? 

Tue Presment. We look for them every day. 

I would like to be able to say “Yes.” In the last few days, 
preparatory to closing out the statement that Secretary 
Rusk issued yesterday, I believe, or the day before, we 
reviewed Hanoi’s actions in response to more than 20- 
odd proposals made by well-intentioned and interested 
people. 

We reviewed the many overtures that we had made, 
including the most recent one where we thought we 
went as far as honorable men could go—the San Antonio 
proposal. 

As near as I am able to detect, Hanoi has not changed 
its course of conduct since the very first response it made. 

Sometimes they will change “will” to “would”, or 
“shall” to “should”, or something of that kind. But the 
answer is all the same. 

While we were prepared to go into a Tet truce, they 
were moving thousands of men from the North into the 
South for the subsequent attacks on that sacred holiday. 
I think that ought to be an answer that any elementary 
school boy or girl could understand. 


If you want to go to the negotiating table, if you want 
to talk instead of fight, you don’t move in thousands of 
people with hundreds of trucks through the night to try 
to catch people—innocent civilians—by surprise in the 
city, anticipating a general uprising. 

We are familiar with all the approaches that have been 
made to them, and we have encouraged them all the 
time. But when it is all said and done, I don’t want to 
leave the American people under any illusions, and I 
don’t want to deceive them. 
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I don’t think Hanoi is any more ready to negotiate 
today than it was a year ago, two years ago, or three 
years ago. I don’t think it has been at any time during 
any of that period. 

Yes, Mr. Lisagor? 


U THANT’S PEACE EFFORTS AND COMING VISIT TO 
WASHINGTON 


Q. Could I ask you whether your review included 
anything you may have had lately from the Secretary- 
General of the United Nations, or does that await your 
visit with him next week? 

Tue Presiwent. The answer is yes, that does include 
such reports as we may have on conversations that have 
taken place in other capitals. 

We have responded on occasions to other requests the 
Secretary-General has made of us. We applaud his efforts 
to try to bring about a just negotiation, and to get all 
sides to the peace table. 

Ambassador Goldberg had a long meeting with the 
Secretary-General and got a full report on his recent 
trip, just as I got a full report on Prime Minister Wilson’s 
recent trip. 

I have received a good many reports from folks who 
have visited other capitals. We are always glad to hear 
those reports, although we are saddened, sometimes, that 
they don’t bring us the hope we would like to have. 

Ambassador Goldberg told me that the Secretary- 
General would like to see me. He had been to the Soviet 
capital and met with the leaders there. He had been to 
the British capital and met with the leaders there. 

He has been to India. He has been to the French capital 
and met with the leaders there. 

I told the Secretary-General that, of course, as long 
as I was in this place, I would always be glad to meet 
with him any time that he desired to. He suggested next 
Friday. I told Mr. Goldberg that I didn’t know what 
plans you might have for Friday, but George tells me 
you always get a little restless, jittery, tired, worn and 
snappish on Fridays. Washington’s Birthday is Thursday. 
Maybe if we wanted to get the maximum out of this, we 
ought to be here where you could be with us on Wednes- 
day. So we moved it up to Wednesday. 

On Wednesday I expect to see the Secretary-General 
and thank him very much for another try, to hear his 
views and to give him mine. 

Q. Will this be lunch or dinner that he is coming for? 

Tue Preswent. That will be 11:00 o’clock. 


GENERAL WESTMORELAND 


Q. Mr. President, you mentioned a worldwide move- 
ment or scheme to undermine confidence in the American 
military leadership-—— 

Tue Preswent. No, I don’t think I said a world- 
wide scheme. I said we first heard reports in our intelli- 
gence reports that come to me every morning. At that 
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time, the strategy was to discredit General Westmore- 
land’s leadership. He had suffered great losses out there. 

That was before it was determined that they didn’t 
hold any of the cities they had attacked. But that followed 
with comments in other capitals, as it frequently does; 
namely, that there was great division in Washington, and 
that it was very probable that because of this great dis- 
aster General Westmoreland had suffered, he would have 
to be recalled. 

All I ask you to do is just imagine how you are going 
to feel if the rumor is around that the Chicago Tribune 
is getting ready to replace you and it gets into the papers, 
even when you haven’t a battle on. Put yourself in General 
Westmoreland’s position. 

The very morning that we anticipated one of our most 
difficult attacks, this came through in reports. 

I called in my secretary and I dictated a wire to General 
Westmoreland. I said, “I want to put it just as bluntly 
as I know how, that your Commander in Chief has never 
had more confidence in any military officer with whom, 
under whom or above whom he served. Whatever you 
choose to do here will have my full support.” 

I made it just as strong as I know how to write it. Some- 
times down in my country you can make things pretty 
strong. I didn’t circularize it because I thought that would 
just give added encouragement to those who would like 
to feel there was a division. 

I did, in response to a series of queries from a number 
of people, send him a wire. I told only one man and my 
secretary. I hadn’t told Secretary McNamara and I 
hadn’t told Secretary Rusk. 

That afternoon I had three inquiries from newsmen 
about the wire saying, ““We know you sent it to him. Give 
it to us.” 

I learned I couldn’t even trust anyone on a matter 
like that except my secretary. 

I haven’t made the wire public, but I am telling you 
the contents of it. 

That happened many days ago and I feel just as 
strongly about it now as I did then. 

I want to emphasize that I don’t want to leave the 
impression with any soldier in that command, with any 
parent of any man out there, that there is any justifica- 
tion whatever for all this rumor, gossip, talk, about Gen- 
eral Westmoreland’s competence or about his standing 
with this President. 


MR. VANCE’S VISIT TO SOUTH KOREA 


Q. Mr. President, how do you assess United States 
relations with South Korea in the wake of Mr. Vance’s 
visit? 

THE Present. I think Mr. Vance’s visit was a fruit- 
ful one. I think he had a very cordial and understanding 
discussion. 

South Korea feels very distressed about the attempt 
that was made to assassinate their President and all the 
members of his family, as we certainly do. 
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We feel very deeply our problem connected with the 
Pueblo. 


We have an understanding, a treaty, with them. 

Mr. Vance had spent a good deal of time on matters 
of this kind in the seven years he has been here. 

He had lengthy talks with the Defense Minister, the 
Prime Minister, and the President. 

He made that report to the Cabinet Committee yester- 


day. We thought it was a very good report and his mis- 
sion was a very helpful one. 


LEVEL OF ARMED FORCES IN VIETNAM 


Q. Mr. President, are you giving any thought to in- 
creasing the level of our forces in Vietnam? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, we give thought to that every 
day. We never know what forces will be required there. 
We have, tentatively, a goal. We would like to reach 
that goal as soon as we can. In light of the circumstances 
that existed when we set that goal, we hoped to reach it 
sometime this year. 

In light of the developments and the subsequent sub- 
stantial increases in the enemy force, General Westmore- 
land asked that he receive approximately half of the re- 
maining numbers under that goal during February or 
early March. 

Did you mean enemy forces or our forces? 

Q. Our forces. 


Tue PresiventT. I said in light of substantial increases 
in the enemy force. You understood that, didn’t you?. 


Q. Yes. 


Tue Presment. So General Westmoreland told us 
that. 

We carefully reviewed his request in light of the infor- 
mation that had come in. We made certain adjustments 
and arrangements to comply with his request forthwith. 
That will be done. 

When we reach our goal, we will be constantly review- 
ing the matter many times every day, at many levels. We 
will do whatever we think needs to be done to insure that 
our men have adequate forces to carry out their mission. 


PRIME MINISTER WILSON’S STATEMENT ON VIETNAM 


Q. Mr. President, in light of your earlier comments on 
negotiations with North Vietnam, could you discuss with 
us the basis for Prime Minister Wilson’s statement to the 
House of Commons, that there was only a narrow margin 
between the U.S. and Hanoi positions? 

Tue Present. I have given you my views. I assume 
you have means of getting any details of the Prime Min- 
ister’s from him. 


My views are very clear. I don’t know anything I can 
add to them. 


If I have confused you somewhat, I will be glad to help 
clear it up. 
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I have told you that I have never felt that they have 
changed their position, modified it, or moderated it. 


Reporter. Thank you, Mr. President. 


NOTE: President Johnson’s one hundred and nineteenth news con- 
ference was held in the Fish Room at the White House at 4:42 p.m. 
on Friday, February 16, 1968. As printed above, this item follows 
the text released by the White House. 


Secretary of Commerce 


Exchange of Letters Between the President and 
Alexander B. Trowbridge on Mr. Trowbridge’s 
February 16, 1968 


Resignation. 


Dear Sandy: 


I cannot say that your letter of resignation came as a 
surprise. My concern for your health and knowledge of 
the physical stress that further duty would impose had 
prepared me for your decision. 

Still, on the evidence of your fine performance as Sec- 
retary of Commerce and my own feelings of pride and 
gratitude, I can only accept it with genuine reluctance 
and sympathy. 

You took office at an uncertain time in the history of 
the Department. You leave it surer of purpose, richer in 
assets, and stronger in resolve to match challenge with 
achievement. 

These are your achievements, and they will last. The 
imprint of your devoted and dynamic leadership goes 
deep beyond the day. It will endure to invigorate the vital 
and expanding partnership of business and government 
upon which our people increasingly depend both for eco- 
nomic prosperity and social progress. 

We who have advanced with you will miss you. All of 
your colleagues and friends are heartened by your inten- 
tion to remain active in America’s best interests. Lady 
Bird and I ask God’s blessing on that. We want you and 
Nancy to go on in good health and all happiness to new 
rewards. 

You will always be accompanied by our affection and 
admiration. 

Sincerely, 
Lynpon B. JoHNsoN. 
[Honorable A. B. Trowbridge, Secretary of Commerce, Washington, 


Dear Mr. President: 


Concerned with the implications of my recent illness, 
several medical authorities have advised me to relinquish 
my duties as Secretary of Commerce. 

It is for this reason that I must tender my resignation 
effective March 1st, 1968. I do so with profound regret. 

I feel highly honored to have had the opportunity to 
serve you and the nation since April 1965, and am truly 
saddened that circumstances foreclose my continued ac- 
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tivity in this responsible role which you asked me to 
undertake last year. To serve under your leadership has 
been my greatest satisfaction, and I know that you will 
continue to provide the inspiration and the greatness 
which present and future challenges demand. 

I believe that under your guidance we have made solid 
progress here at the Commerce Department. In the skilled 
and dedicated personnel of the Department, the nation 
has a vital asset which will continue to add strength to 
the American economy. 

While unable to continue in my present role, I fully 
intend to lead an active and contributory life. I stand 
ready to do all that I can to assist you in any useful way 
that you might specify. 

With appreciation for the opportunity to serve under 
you—and gratitude for your great personal kindness, I 
am 

Respectfully yours, 
A. B. Trowsrince. 


Digest of Other 


White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press but not made public as 
formal White House press releases during the period 
covered by this issue. Appointments which appear below 
in the list of nominations submitted to the Senate are not 
included in this listing. 


February 10 


The President has accepted the resignation of John C. 
Williams as U.S. Attorney for the western district of 
South Carolina. 

The President declared a major disaster for North 
Carolina because of widespread damage by a severe ice 
storm during the period January 10-13. He made avail- 
able $400,000 in Federal funds for emergency recovery 
work. 


February 12 


The President announced his intention to appoint Dr. 
Jacob I. Bregman of Glen Cove, IIl., to be a Commis- 
sioner representing the United States Government on the 
Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation Commission. 

The President met with the Board of Directors of 
Choice *68 in his office at the White House. They are 
a group of college students, sponsored by Time, Inc., who 
are supervising a national collegiate presidential primary 
on 2500 college campuses. 


February 13 


President V. S. Tubman of Liberia has accepted Presi- 
dent Johnson’s invitation to visit the United States begin- 
ning in Washington March 27-28. 
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February 14 


The President has accepted the retirement from regular 
active service of Charles J. Vogel, Chief Judge of the 
United States Court of Appeals, 8th circuit, to be effective 
February 20, 1968. 


February 15 


The President has invited former Chancellor Ludwig 
Erhard of the Federal Republic of Germany to a luncheon 


301 


at the White House on March 18. Professor Erhard will 
be in the United States following a visit to Latin America. 
The President has invited Manlio Brosio, Secretary 
General of NATO for a visit at the White House on 
February 19. The Secretary General will be in this country 
February 17-22. 
February 16 
The President intends to nominate John R. Petty of 
New York City to be Assistant Secretary of the Treasury 
for International Affairs to succeed Winthrop Knowlton. 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE* 


Submitted February 14, 1968 


JosEPH M. BowMan, JR., of Georgia, to be an 
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, vice 
W. True Davis, Jr., resigned. 


Submitted February 16, 1968 


JOHN R. Perry, of New York, to be an 
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, vice 
Winthrop Knowlton. 

Capt. JosEPH P. McDevitt, Judge Advocate 
General’s Corps, U.S. Navy, to be Judge 
Advocate General of the Navy with the 
rank of rear admiral, for a term of 4 years. 


POSTMASTERS (list of 37 names). 


1 Does not include promotions of members 
of the Uniformed Services, nominations to 
the Service Academies, or nominations of 
Foreign Service Officers. 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved February 10, 1968 


po en Public Law 90-253 
Joint Resolution authorizing the President 
to proclaim the period February 11 
through 17, 1968, as “LULAC Week”. 


Approved February 13, 1968 


Ds Fea ctknctatandia Public Law 90-254 
An Act to authorize the Secretary of the 
Interior to engage in feasibility investiga- 
tions of certain water resource develop- 
ments, and for other purposes. 


Approved February 14, 1968 


ne ee Tr Public Law 90-256 
Navajo-Ute Boundary Dispute Act. 
Sie sit cistntacnickinetestaedinait Public Law 90-255 


Savings and Loan Holding Company 
Amendments of 1967. 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT—Continued 


Approved February 15, 1968 


TERE: Si ieictccnnn Public Law 90-257 
Railroad Retirement Act of 1937 and Rail- 
road Unemployment Insurance Act. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The releases listed below, made public by 
the Office of the White House Press Secre- 
tary during the period covered by this issue, 
are not included in the issue. 


Released February 12, 1968 


The President’s remarks at the Lincoln’s 
Birthday ceremonies at the Lincoln Me- 
morial (advance text). 


Released February 13, 1968 


Remarks of the President at the presentation 
of the National Medal of Science to the 
1967 recipients (advance text) . 


Released February 14, 1968 


The President’s remarks upon signing the 
Savings and Loan Holding Company 
Amendments of 1967 (advance text). 


Released February 15, 1968 


Remarks of the President at a ceremony 
launching community service projects for 
older Americans (advance text). 

The President’s remarks at the swearing in 
of Merton J. Peck as member and desig- 
nation of Arthur M. Okun as Chairman, 
Council of Economic Advisers (advance 
text). 


Released February 16, 1968 


Biography of John R. Petty. 
Biography of C. R. Smith. 
Biography of John R. Crooker, Jr. 
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